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Sub-Theme 3:  From local to global: changes in directions in order to change behavior: solidarity, cooperation and training.

Workshop title:  How to Develop Collaborative Digitization Projects to Promote Local Content at the Global Level:  Leading the New Generation of Researchers to your Content

Abstract (200 - 500 words) 
As more research activities move into the digital world it is vital that Caribbean librarians and archivists strive to develop a strong digital presence for their institutions.  The various institutions in the Caribbean are working together in many ways to share resources and training opportunities.  The Digital Library of the Caribbean is one mechanism that local institutions are using to work together to serve their constituencies both locally and globally.  Through strong commitments at the local level, centralized technologies and multiple training opportunities, the presence of local Caribbean content online is growing.  Now that many institutions are developing a digital presence, we must take the next step and develop tools that will help guide researchers to our content.  

This workshop will focus briefly on the steps to create digital preservation files and address ways to integrate new and old tools, including how to develop online finding guides and use Web 2.0 technologies to ensure that materials and their contributing institutions are found. These additional supports will facilitate comprehension of the source materials and promote awareness of the collections held online and the much greater resources held only the libraries and archives across the Caribbean and the world.  Participants will break into groups to discuss how to develop strategies to promote their own collections online and how to connect to other collections. From digitizing your current finding guides to tips on how to use them to update Wikipedia for the digital environment, this workshop will provide you with many new ideas to bring back to your home institution.   

We welcome all participants to this workshop, and the presenters lead the group discussions in English, French and Spanish.  
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